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THE PURPOSE OF THIS PAPER IS TO PRESENT A SUMMARY OF 
PRESENT KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING RURAL AND URBAN DIFFERENCES IN 
STUDENT ASPIRATION AND OCCUPATIONAL CHOICE OF YOUTH. THE 
PAPER RELIED HEAVILY ON DATA OBTAINED IN A WISCONSIN RESEARCH 
PROJECT FINANCED BY THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION AND THE U.S. 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE. OTHER STUDIES MENTIONED INDICATED THAT 
THE EDUCATIONAL PLANNING AND ASPIRATIONS OF RURAL YOUTH WERE 
GENERALLY LOWER THAN THOSE OF URBAN YOUTH. THE WISCONSIN DATA 
CONFIRMED PREVIOUS EDUCATIONAL PLANNING STUDIES AND ALSO 
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ABSTRACT 

Tija research results reported in this paper indicate that the educational 
and occupational plans end aspirations of rural youth — both boya and glrla — 
are quite low in comparison with those of urban youth. This Is true not only 
when we consider the group as a whole* but also xflhe?^ we take into account those 
In the highly talented third. In almost every cooparlson the fena group is 
lowest in aspirations. A number of variables have been examined tliet have bear- 
ing on the lower aspirations of the rural students. From ell of the evidence, 
it seems clear that many culturally-dauarolned characterlatlca of the rural youth 
themselves work against their having high level educational and occu pati onal 
aspirations. Rural youth are disadvantaged in that the school and community 
environment in whidi* they grow up is not as conducive to high level aspiration 
and achievement as is the urban environment. But perhaps the most Important 
factor is that the educational and aocloaconomlc status of the families which 
rural youths are reared tends to inhibit their aspirations. 

The research on rural-urban differences In educational and occupational 
aspiration shows that there is no single factor idtlch explains the dlfferenjMS. 
These persistent differences result from the Interaction of many factors. This 
does not mean ihat remedies rfiould not be aou^t. Some programs of action may 
be suggested for the consideration of this Conference. First, programs for the 
improvement of the rural school should be considered, because the school 

is an important force in the determination of the educational and occupational 
aspirations of youth. Second, there Is great need for expansion and Improvement 
of programs for educational and occupational guidance for In-school youth. 

Third, programs of educational and vocational guidance should be designed to 
include parents of rural youth, since parents* attitudes and values are major 
factors In the relatively low aspiration levels of youth. Fourth, there is need 
for programs that would permit early Identification of especially talented rural 
youth so that they might be encouraged to develop their special talents. Fifth, 
everything possible should done to Increase the availability of post-high school 
edut^ational facilities to rural youth. 



